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It’s a common question to consider 

and maybe ask another parent, your 

GP or a health professional - we all 

want the best for our children! Some 

children are always going to be more 

advanced than others, while others 

might always be just a little slower but get there in the end. However 

there are some key milestones expected at certain ages for a child’s 

language development that you can look out for. If your child isn’t 

meeting these key milestones, then it is recommended you talk with 

a speech pathologist.  

Cause for concern at any age: 

- Multiple ear infections  

- Not responding to sounds, their name or following directions  

- Limited social interaction  

- Difficulties with eating, drinking or swallowing  

- Fussy eater 

 

At 12-18mths of age, they should: 

- Use lots of babbling with different consonants eg. b, d, m, w, s 

- Say several single words 

- Understand familiar words used during routines   

- Attempt to copy sounds and words heard 

- Use some gestures eg. pointing, reaching, waving  

- Understand 2 -5 body parts  

- Enjoy peek-a-boo and rhymes  

  

At 18mths - 2years, they should: 

- Use about 50-200 words  

- Start to combine two words together 

- Understand simple instructions and questions  

- Pretend to act out what adults do eg. talking on the phone 

- Play with toys in different ways, enjoys books and rhymes  

 

At 2-3years, they should:  

- Use some describing words eg. big, in, under, wet, yucky, cold 

- Adults can understand about 50% of what a child says  

- Enjoy reading books  

- Understand many simple directions  

- Understand what, who and where questions  

- Combine 2-3 words together 

- Start to use grammar ‘words’ eg. plurals, can, do, ‘-ing’   

- Rapidly learn many new words  

 

At 3-4years, they should: 

- Understand what objects are 

used for 

- Follow more complex 

instructions 

- Adults can understand 75-100% 

of what a child says 

- Use pronouns eg. “he, she, they, 

yours” 

- Enjoy telling stories  

- Sentences with at least 4-6 words  

- Occasional stuttering only  

- Know colours  

 

At 4-5 years, they should: 

- Follow 2 step instructions 

- Understand why and where 

questions  

- Adults understand 100% of what 

a child says with only occasional 

errors  

- Use longer more complex 

sentences with ‘if, then, because’  

- Grammar is adult-like with very 

few errors  

- Talk about things that happened 

in the past or will be in the future 

- Answer when questions  

- Enjoy storybooks and beginning 

to recognize letters and sounds  

 

At 5-6years, they should: 

- Have most speech sounds clear  

- Follow 3 step instructions 

- Have an extensive vocabulary  

- Have a longer conversation with 

an adult  

- Understand nearly everything 

that is said to them  

- Tell longer stories   

- Enjoy story books and showing 

an interest in reading  
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